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What We Wish We'd Known as New Graduate Students at the University of Iowa
The following list represents knowledge and recommendations that would benefit new graduate students at the University of Iowa, as compiled by several seasoned graduate students. It may be things we were glad we knew, or things we wish we'd known.
Academics

· Get to know the people in your department. First and foremost, your adviser. Students in your same program are great resources, as are administrative assistants. Learn their names.

· Research

· Take research classes ASAP. Work closely with your advisor to learn about research.
· Be actively involved in local, regional, and international conferences.

· Think about possible dissertation topics when first starting the program.

· If you are interested in publishing before you finish your degree (e.g. a paper from a course, conducting an independent study alone or with your adviser), consult your adviser. Your adviser is a great resource and can guide you regarding topics, drafts, journals, timelines, etc.

· Ericka Raber can help you find sources.

· Use citation management software (e.g. Zotero, EndNote, Mendeley).
· Graduate College grants for travel and research – grad.uiowa.edu

· Timeframes

· Make a plan with your adviser for when you want to graduate. How many semesters? What type of dissertation interests you? How many years might your funding last? Early on, it’s difficult to get a lot of clarity on these issues, but as time goes by in your program, it’s good to know what you’re facing, and what you can/can’t control. Also, familiarize yourself with program “processes” - core versus cognate courses, comps requirements, paperwork, etc.

· Lindquist Center

· Educational Technology Center, Teacher Leader Center, and Iowa Center for Assistive Technology and Research: computers, scanners, printers, group study rooms, SmartBoards. Check out laptops, iPads, audio recorders, cameras, etc. 

· Computer labs in TLC and WEEG ITC in South Lindquist. Need ID card for WEEG. 
· Main Library: Interlibrary Loan and Article Delivery. Search electronic databases, e-Journals.
· Information Technology Department (UCC 2800)

· Consultation Services

· Writing Consultant Service (N302F). Highly recommended!
· Speaking Consultant Service (EPB). Recommended! Because you never know what you will learn, even you think you are fully prepared.

· The Grad Academy – offered in 2016/17 by Dean Clay – may continue on-line version.  Stay tuned to email notices.

· Statistics Classes

· Attend 1 or 2 discussion sections per week while taking Intermediate Stats.
Life as a Grad Student

· Navigating the Lindquist Center

· Learn the loops!

· Default numbering is South Lindquist. All others are North, e.g.: N300. 

· Use 1st & 3rd floors to cross between North Lindquist and South Lindquist.

· Graduate Student Commons (N302)

· Microwaves, sink. If you leave it, they will come. Consider signing up to clean the fridge.

· Lockers are intended for short-term use.

· Cambus, bus passes, parking. See ebongo.org. Also, download the Bongo app. Some students have found this can be inaccurate but give it a try.
· COGS

· iFellows

· Social support
· Graduate Student Executive Committee (GSEC) Events for social well-being and reducing isolation. Examples of past events: tail gating, petting zoo, art show, stress relievers, games and movie night, and karaoke
· Fellow grad students. Stay connected with your cohorts, because you will spend most of the time with them, especially when writing a dissertation.
· Family Services offers support for ongoing and occasional childcare.
· Spiritual support near (or on) campus

· Chinese Evangelical Church, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Lutheran Campus Ministry, Masonic Lodge, Newman Catholic Student Center, University of Iowa Hillel

· Physical Health

· Own a scarf before winter!

· Campus Recreation and Wellness Center (CRWC), and the Field House. As graduate students, we need to exercise to keep healthy and energetic. Go to the CRWC for individual or group exercise. You will get more than what you think from there! 

· University Counseling Service: (319) 335-7294

· Managing time and data

· Pomodoro, tomato timer.

· Ask around: How do you name and save files? How do you take notes?

· Say “Thank you”
Graduate Student Executive Committee (2016) education.uiowa.edu/gsec
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